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Business groups assail state iob bias legislation

By DONNA LEUSNER ! 1 : ; beaux said, “One of the American prin-
} ; e : inles of civil rights is to make people

New Jersey’s business cOMMUNILY  Z, g : feel they have a right to fair treat-
terday registered its opposition to & ] ment.”

Eislat‘mn designed to overturn a half- E 1

dozen US. Supreme Court decisions
that civil rights advocates contend
ins made over 20 years.

bill (S-3047/A-3000), Mfo'

sored by Sen. W Lipman
Essex), wiil be vm later by the
Senate State Government Committee,

Other R}gﬂmts of the bill, in-
cluding the Public Advocate, the Com-
mission on Sex Discrimination,

which heard testimony on it yesterday.

It would establish grounds for an executive director Commission

i T s sy
'+ n, committee to

was a fac in being denied a job or to incl women. The Advo-

even if there were other fac-

That language is intended to re-
verse a 1989 Supreme Court decision in
which the court allowed an employer to
claim that it might have arrived at the
same decision to a job or
ion if discrimination had not occurred.

Phi]ipiurmhner,npruenﬁulhe
13,000-member Business and Industry
Association, said the bills go “greatly
beymdlugnlenedaim simply re-
versing in U.S. Supreme Court de-

cisions.

“Rather, this will affect a sea i

change in the treatment of equal em-
com

ion, and

ﬁm wrongly perceived as having a

bility because they come from a

certain racial clags or other ﬁmup that

may be statistically more y to have
a particular illness or infirmity.

Like the federal legislation, the
state measure would allow courts for
the first time to award compensatory
and punitive damages for emplo
mmmm hﬁov. Jim Florio last
a— stFaed a law allowing jury trials

by Fraak DiGlscomo for the first time in job disml'lu'linaﬁnn
ployment plaints, converting every Peter van Schaick, a Montclair lawyer who specializes in representing  cages .
change into a court action, making the workers in job discrimination cases, testifies before the Senate State The state measure also would
i administrative procedure of Government Committee in Trenton allow the prevaili y in a court
mediation and conciliation an unused action to be awal a_lm-ney‘sfeu- X
m‘dmwmﬁ:ﬂ‘&‘m :ﬁ"mi"ﬂ"m““ examipe hiring  introduced as the Civil Rights Act of | B8 ecialzes in m
" po : ; : .
President Bush used that quota However, Seton Hall law professor ors I8 Job i g
' a:gmﬂulastywinvetningaiedﬂal Mare Denbeaux said many people who mdm‘d h‘t wr“km in such cases
employers is the di one of civil rights bill which New Jersey activ-  encounter job discrimination do mot file  po oy ealt is not lucrative. Additionally
numerical balance through ists said was used as the basis for the suits because fear for their jobs out- pc"said it is difficult to bri cases [
New Jenﬂxbgiﬂatim Bush continued  weighs a gain of perhaps several thot-  fegera] court because of the
Proponents disagreed. They said to make that argument after congres:  sand dollars they could possibly get b judges were “‘conservative”
the laws on the books before the 1989 sional sponsors ‘added a statement  filing suit for being denied a promotion ntments made in the last 10 years
Us. Summmmﬁdm mmuhghﬂlshmﬂdmthem Immmetarytoadmmislrauveasust- %namﬂmmom.
" : ; asrqm:i_ngunplwyerstoadopt ant. g e Tlakiits a0 164 S umdmmw m‘;
ems, but numerical stan- or promotion quotas. Descri iness us-  firms do not represent employees in j
m—ﬁ many employees from a hu.h%omg‘l‘ﬂ could not come up with  try Association’s objections as “reflect-  discrimination cases because they
certain ethnic background were em- the two-thirds majority needed for an ing a hcyﬂutisnnicoqsistmtwith represent me:.mmm where the
ployed at a company —could be used as override, but the measure has been re-  our ilosophy of civil rights,” Den- employees are ing.

In 1991, after the Jury Trial Bill had passed, and before the 1991 Civil Rights
Act had passed, van Schaick worked with Senator Byron Baer on amendments
to the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination tracking the 18381 Act. When
that act passed, there was no need for A.3000, and the bill died.

The photographer caught van Schaick debating with Senator Gerald Cardinale,
the Republican with an anchor position on the ideological right, before Senator
Wynona Lipman brought down her gavel.




